
 

Session IX: What a Character! 
 
Not all sins of the NextGen are a direct rebellion to authority. Many sins are simply the result of a lack of 
character. 
 
● It’s not enough to target direct disobedience, we must also keep a proactive eye on character. 
● A lack of character results in not acting in right ways, and this is just as much a problem as overt rebellion. 
● Part of the problem is that we often deal with a lack of character with a lack of character. 

○ God is working character into our lives at the same time He’s working the character of the NextGen. 
 
The Character Connection: Romans 1 
● Lack of character is a deeply theological problem. 

○ God connects character to the most significant human function: Worship 
○ Romans 1: The heart of every person lives under the rule of someone or something. 

■ There is a daily war being fought in the heart between love for the Creator and a craving for the 
creation. 

■ An abundance of worship for some god will result in a lack of character before God. 
■ The NextGen needs adults who will help them connect worship with the way they respond and live. 

 
● A Predictable Fallout (Rom 1:28-32) 

○ Envy: Jealous of one another 
○ Strife: There’s never a day without it! 
○ Deceit: Less than honest about what they’ve done 
○ Gossip: Negativity about circumstances or other people 
○ Insolent: Rude, unmannerly, obnoxious 
○ Haughty: Pride of heart; Resistant to taking full responsibility 
○ Boastful: “Pride with an open mouth”; Seeing the best in self but the worst in others 
○ Foolish: Lying to themselves constantly 
○ Heartless: Unkind, inhumane, unloving 

● Character issues exist not just because we want bad things, but because good things become ruling things! 


